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245 Cougar Way
Rotonda West, FL 33947

Phone: 
941-697-5800

 
Office Hours:

8:00a.m. to 4:15p.m.

Dear Cougar Families, 

Fall is here!  The 1st quarter really flew by! I want you to know how proud I am of 
our students and staff. They have all worked hard to create a positive and productive 
start to the school year. Our students have shown high character and integrity, who 
along with our staff, have created a positive school culture.  

Our annual PTO golf tournament is on November 13th. The PTO is excited and we have 
many of our local businesses supporting this annual PTO event. I cannot say enough 
about our PTO; they are so supportive and always looking to help out with any school 
needs. Our next SAC and PTO meeting is on November 8th in the media center with 
SAC starting at 5:30 pm followed by PTO at 6:00 pm.  

Our school band was able to perform on October 8th at the Lemon Bay High School 
home football game. The students did a great job and really enjoyed their time 
playing with the high school band.

Boys and Girls basketball just finished up. Our girls team finished the regular season 
3 and 3 and lost a very close game in in the first round of the tournament. Our Boys 
team improved throughout the season. Girls Volleyball has started with our first home 
game on October 19th.

We have lots of students participating in our many after school clubs. 
If your student is interested in joining one of our clubs, please 
have them ask one of our staff members and we will be 
happy to assist them. 

Please take a moment to look through our 
newsletter so you can see all of the great 
things happening at our school. It is 
truly an honor and a privilege to be 
your Principal. 

If you ever have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to call 
or stop by anytime.  Your child’s 
success and positive experience at 
L.A. Ainger is our number one priority. 

Sincerely, 
Mr. Harvey , Principal

Principal: 
Jeff Harvey

Assistant Principals: 
Bruce Fourman
Daryl Konrardy

Guidance Counselors: 
Angela Brough

Kelly Gilbert

ESE Liason: 
Gayle Horan

School Resource Officer: 
Officer Tamaris
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3D Printing Club
Another year of 3D Printing Club is up and running in full force! We have maxed out our membership with 
32 participants from 6th, 7th and 8th grade and there’s now a waiting list! We hope that you don’t get 
discouraged though. Remember, students can still 3D print without being a member of the 3D Printing Club. 
Just have students ask their computer teacher. No computer teacher? Just have students stop by B9 any 
morning and talk to Ms. Johnstone. 

Members voted on our first big project and the “Animal Theme” won the vote. Currently, students are creating 
prototypes that will soon be printed on a larger scale. We can’t wait to share the pictures with our readers. 
To date, our 3D printing assistants have printed just over 350 designs that were created mostly by our 6th grade 
students. It’s pretty amazing to see how many students have a natural creative side. Please enjoy the pictures of our 
awesome 3D Printers. They are pretty much running all day, printing the designs created by our students!

Lulzbot Mini 2
(we have two)

MakerBot
Replicator +

Lulzbot
Taz6

MakerBot
Replicator 2

 Printers
Lined Up 

Art News

Nick Cantrell - Grade 6
My favorite was the welding and I can’t think of a least 

favorite. I wanted my dad to teach me how to weld. 
I would make the head bigger because it looks too 

small. Using washers for eyes and the bushy tail. How 
it turned out. Used a drill to drill out the rivet. Cut the 

metal with a grinder. Welded the cut up pieces together.

October Gatmaitan- Grade 8
My title is Chapter Tutu. Project is built on a mannikin 
using chapter pages to create the dress. I had a fun 

time making this project and I hope that you enjoy it!??

Full Service Veterinary Clinic
Vaccines • Surgeries • Grooming • Dental Care

Nutritional Counseling

https://sunnybrookah.com
http://NorthsidePsychiatricServices.com
https://www.aayenglewood.com
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Band News
Beginning Band News
Beginners met in August after school for “Basic Training” to receive 
their instruments and go over fundamentals with professionals. 
During the first school quarter, students fined tuned their skills and 
learned to assemble, hold, produce a tone, play five notes, articulate, 
and FINALLY perform melodies like the infamous “Hot Cross Buns!” 
For the second quarter, beginners are currently honing their skills 
and learning to read music in preparation for their first performance 

at the Winter Concert in early December! Mark your calendars now, you will be amazed at what they can 
do after 14 weeks! 

Middle School Band Night Pre-Game Performance at LBHS Football Game
The Advanced Band was well-received for the first performance of the year for a 
pre-game performance of the National Anthem at the LBHS football game on Friday, October 
8th. Students met the Thursday before to rehearse with the LBHS Band. On Friday, they 
marched from the band room to the field together to the drum cadence titled “Beach Bum”, 
performed the National Anthem with the ROTC presenting The Colors, then immediately 
performed the LBHS Fight Song (Same as Notre Dame!) to get the crowd, cheerleaders, 
and football players pumped for the game that the Mantas would easily win! 

Band members then enjoyed the HS Band experience by playing songs in the stands including “We Will Rock You”, the 
“FSU War Chant”, “Mission Impossible”, and “Land of 1000 Dances”. At halftime, band members enjoyed watching 
the LBHS Marching Mantas show and then took the famous 3rd quarter break to get junk food from concessions.

Upcoming Events and Performances
• Advanced Band and 8th Grade Percussionists -
 Veterans Parade, Saturday, November 6th starting at the Port Charlotte Beach Complex

• Jazz Band -
 Saturday, November 13th @ Noon at the FAME Festival, Friday-Saturday, November 12th-13th 

• Jazz and Beginning Band Winter Concert -
 Thursday, December 2nd at LBHS Auditorium @ 7pm

• Intermediate and Advanced Band Winter Concert -
 Tuesday, December 7th at LBHS Auditorium @ 7pm

Students 
Of The Month

AUGUST

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade

Mason Long Julia Janta-
Lapinska

Kaiah Ficarra

Jaysa Hill Aiden Silva Patrick Kloss

Blake Thomson Peyton Horn Joseph Martin

SEPTEMBER

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade

Violet Izzo Sophia Siligato Brinnan Dowd

Gerald Mauger

Journey Stevens

G1 News
The 2021-2022 school year is off to a 
strong start! We have been studying the 
seven systems of the human body and the 
importance of maintaining a healthy body. Math 
focus has been on measurement and how it 
relates to the real-world application. Reading 
comprehension and critical thinking skills are 
being enriched through In the Spotlight reading 
series.The G1 garden has received grant funds 
from the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
University of Florida. We are in the process of 
preparing the garden for planting. 

Mrs. Kearney’s Life
Science Classes:
We have been busy 
learning all about the 
different organelles within 
various cells. Students had 
fun creating an edible cell to 
demonstrate their under- 
standing of each organelle’s 
structure and function.

Mrs. Kearney’s Earth/Space
Science Classes:
Understanding Earth’s spheres 
has been our focus, and being 
able to explore how those 
spheres interact has been an 
adventure. Students were able 
to use their research skill and 
their new knowledge to create 
their own biosphere!

Science Class

3301 Placida Road (S.R. 775) • Englewood, FL 34224     |     Family Owned In Englewood, Florida Since 1997

941-698-1010
tgcarts.com

“A Breed Above the Rest”

Your Only Street Legal Authorized Dealer!

http://www.tgcarts.com
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PTO News
It’s hard to believe the first quarter of the school year is complete! Thank you to everyone who supported our Fall 
Family Sponsorship Fundraiser. We raised just over $2,800 for our school! Mrs. Hedges homeroom class won the 
class pizza party for achieving the highest percentage of participation in this fundraiser.

The PTO funds classroom equipment and supplies, educational trips, special events for students and 
teachers, and end-of-the-year class field trips. We are looking forward to seeing you at our next PTO 
meeting on Monday, November 8 at 6:00pm in the Media Center. If you haven’t attended, please attend this 
meeting...and if you’ve been coming, please come again!

Golf Tournament
The LAAMS 6th Annual Golf Tournament will be held on Saturday, November 13 at Rotonda Golf and Country Club 
- The Hills. Registration begins at 7:15am, shotgun start at 8:30am with a scramble format. This is our biggest 
fundraiser of the year and we look forward to another successful event. Do you know a business that could make an 
auction item donation, sponsor our golf tournament OR know a few people that like to play golf? This is your chance 
to get involved and support your children’s school, without having to sell cookie dough, magazines or gift wrap.

If you would like to play, you can still sign up - $75 per golfer/$300 for foursomes which includes breakfast, 
18 holes of golf, 2 drink tickets and lunch.

For more information, please email aingergolftournament@gmail.com or call Katie Mullins at 941-445-0911/Dana 
Lutz at 941-815-3669. Event Information is also on the PTO Facebook page and the school website. We are also 
looking for volunteers and will be sending signup information by email, REMIND and posting on Facebook for 
anyone who would like to help at this fun event or contact us at the above email/phone numbers.

Cougar Color Run
This year’s Cougar Color Run will be held February 11 afterschool. This fun run is open to all students and their 
families. A course will be set-up around campus and colored power tossed to cover our runners...or walkers. 
We are looking for businesses to sponsor this event, so please let us know if you know of a business that 
would be interested in supporting this event. 

Fanwear
Check out our LAAMS fanwear online store from BSN Sports. BSN offers monthly promotions which will be shared on 
Facebook and on the school website. Part of the proceeds go to the LA Ainger PE program for purchase of gym items. 
Find all your Cougar gear at: http://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/florida/rotondawest/l-a-ainger-middle-school

Box Tops for Education 
Download the Box Tops For Education App OR send in your Box Tops for Education! Students can drop off Box Tops 
in the office or give to one of their teachers.

Amazon Smile 
You can make a difference while you shop on Amazon. Simply shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1966341 or with 
AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon Shopping app and AmazonSmile donates to L A Ainger Middle School PTO Inc.

Type: L A Ainger Middle PTO Inc when selecting your charitable organization.

Stay Informed!
FACEBOOK – Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LAAPTO/

REMIND – to receive messages from PTO, Text to: 81010, Message: @aingerp

Email Us – aingerpto@gmail.com with questions or suggestions

SCHOOL WEBSITE - https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/lam

http://www.crossbite.com
http://halogivesback.com
http://papajohns.com
https://www.jimmistreeservices.com
http://www.placidawindowtreatments.com
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PTO News...continued
Save the Date!
• PTO Meeting – Nov 8 at 6:00pm, Media Center
• Annual Golf Tournament - November 13 7:15AM Rotonda Golf & Country Club (Hills Course)
• WINTER DANCE - December 10th - CHAPERONES NEEDED
• PTO Meeting – December 13 at 6:00pm, Media Center
• PTO Meeting – January 10 at 6:00pm, Media Center
• Cougar Color Run – Feb 11 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
• PTO Meeting – February 14 at 6:00pm, Media Center
• PTO Meeting - March NO MEETING
• PTO Meeting – April 11 at 6:00pm, Media Center
• PTO Meeting – May 9 at 6:00pm, Media Center

Drug Free Charlotte County
After School De-Stress Routine
After a long day of work, I have a routine to de-stress from the day’s activities. Usually, I change my clothes into 
something comfy, get myself a cup of coffee, and catch up on my personal messages and emails. This is a time 
that I need to unwind before handling all my nightly tasks and responsibilities. 

Our kids deal with daily stresses as well. However, they may not understand the need or be able to express the need 
to de-stress after a long day also. Learning healthy ways to manage stress is a protective factor that is a crucial 
skill for kids to use that will help them throughout life. This is a technique that we as parents can teach them. Here 
are 5 quick tips to help your kids learn how to unwind after a long day at school.

• Start a conversation - Talk to your kids about the importance of having an after-school routine that 
includes some de-stress time. Talk about some of the healthy things that you may do to help you 
unwind and ask your child about things that may help them. Make sure to focus on positive and healthy 
choices and talk about some that aren’t healthy and why. 

• Write it down - Make a list of ideas that your child comes up with of de-stress activities. If they are 
struggling to come up with some healthy ideas of their own, you can suggest some. Some possible 
ideas include: make a snack, be creative (paint, draw, write, sing, build, etc.), read a book, go for a 
walk/run, spend some time in nature, play a sport, watch funny videos, chat with friends, talk to family, 
listening to music, play a game, yoga, breathing exercises/meditation.

• Set a specific time - Make sure to set a specific time not just for the unwind routine, but for the rest of the 
evening too. Include things like homework, dinner, personal hygiene, free time, and family time. Make sure to 
give some lenience to this as every day is not the same and some activities may take longer than others but 
having a general plan will help alleviate stress and keep your kiddo on track.

• Follow through - Even some of the best plans can fall through the cracks with kids if they don’t have help with 
reminders. Some kids, especially teens like more independence and may want to set their own reminder on their 
phones or devices. Younger children may need a reminder from parents to stick to the routine. Talk with your kids 
about how developing healthy habits requires consistency and time but come with a great pay off.

• Evaluate and be flexible - As schedules change throughout the year, make sure to evaluate if the 
routine is still working for them. They may need to make some changes to the de-stress routine. 
Make sure to explain the importance of being flexible with routines as well.

SHORT SALES &
FORCLOSURE
RESOURCE

ANTHONY C. LEONARD

ROOFING
SouthernDesignLiving.com

Follow us on        @SouthernDesignLiving

2980 Placida Rd., Englewood, FL 34224 
Mon. - Fri., 10 - 5 • Sat.  & Sun. 10 - 4

941.473.9803

http://www.FindYourFloridaHome.net
http://AcePestManagement.com
http://www.anthonycleonardroofing.com
http://GraceAirConditioning.com
http://SouthernDesignLiving.com
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News From The PE Department
Sports Information

Intramurals:
Intramurals is a free, after or before school activity where students participate in a variety of sports and lead up 
games. Students do not need a physical and only need to have a parent signature on the intramural activity form 
submitted to a coach in order to participate. Basketball, soccer, and flag football intramurals started with a solid 25 
students each.  Volleyball intramurals started on September 24th at 7 am and will continue every Friday morning up 
until the winter break. There will be more intramurals offered in the spring such as cross country and floor hockey. 

Competitive Sports: Basketball, Volleyball, Track, and Wrestling
All competitive sports participants will be trying out and competing against the schools in the Charlotte County 
School District. Student athletes must have a physical, consent form, mission statement form, and copy of their 
insurance card on file with L.A. Ainger before try-outs even begin according to CCPS. All paperwork and the sports 
schedules can be found on the L.A. Ainger school website under the programs/athletics tabs. 

Come out and support our teams! Spectators are welcome. Entry fees are $3.00 for adults and $1.00 for 
students. Students that wear orange get in free to games. Food and snacks will be available for purchase at 
home games by Ainger Student Council.

Basketball:
Hats off to an amazing basketball season Cougars! Please congratulate the following students on competing 
and representing our school: 

Boys: Kaden Long, Colton Whitehead, Rylan Slattery, Kyle Lackey, Raja Patel, Ty Lanham, Tyler Schick, Brandt 
Arthur, Nadir Djeralfia, Andrew Dawson, Kameron Cher, Zenin Jurkowski, Luke Brown, and Drew Moorman
Coaches: Coach Wojcik, Coach Yahnke, Coach Long

Girls: Shania Leubin, Hailey Arp, Isabella Steyer, Lauren Wise, McKenzie Center, Chloe Corbett, Mya Seward, Casey 
Comito, Myah Dickerson, Sophia Heeg, Nari Ring, Niya Reynolds, Kalissa Borza, Monica Heeg, Grace Wear, and Bethany Vo
Coach: Coach Newell

Volleyball:
Volleyball tryouts were held October 11th and 12th. The season is well on it’s way. Please support the lady Cougars 
at the games! We are looking forward to an exciting season with a great group of student athletes.

2021 Volleyball Team

Ainger Shout-Out’s:  
Englewood Tennis Club: Thank you for donating 
Tennis balls to L.A. Ainger; we appreciate you!

Subway Mike in Placida: You have fed Ainger’s 
student athletes for more than five years!  You 
have donated subs for every basketball and 
volleyball game that we have had for quite some 
time.  WE ARE SO GRATEFUL!

Arp, Haley
Belger, Lucia
Cardenas, Nikole
Carmel, Skler
Dickerson, Myah
Googins, Natalee

Elkins, Emily
Kastor, Karoline
Leubin, Shania
Miller, Ainsley
Robejsck, Cassidy
Silva, Analia

Sorenson, Kyra
Wear, Grace
Wise, Lauren
Coach: Lanham and Dausy

Track and Field:
Track and field will be starting after winter break. Be on the look-out for a cross country intramurals soon. Work on 
getting the paperwork turned in as track practice will begin January 24th after school. The one-time track meet will 
be Saturday, February 5th at Port Charlotte High School 9am.   
Coach: Lanham, Keisling, Zdarko

Student Council:
Students have been at WORK!!! SNACK SHACK: Every Friday students open up a snack cart for ten minutes after the 
dismissal bell. Most items cost $1.00 and are a terrific way to celebrate finishing out a week at Ainger. 

Media Center News
The Ainger Book Fair

will be held in the Media Center
November 15-19

from 8:30am-4:10pm.

ENGLEWOODENGLEWOOD

20212021

http://www.slackorthodontics.com
http://www.flwestcoastrealty.com
https://pinchapenny.com
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Remind App 
L.A. Ainger uses the Remind App to communicate 
with the stakeholders in our community by 
sending text messages to their phones. Some 
L.A. Ainger families are already receiving 
information periodically via the Remind App. 
To subscribe to any of the classes, simple text 
the “@ code” listed below to the number 81010.

“L.A. Ainger Middle School Families”
text: @laaingermi   

“L.A. Ainger Middle School Charlotte Buses” 
text: @g33g3g

“L.A. Ainger Middle School Sarasota Buses” 
text: @kk43ga

“L.A. Ainger Middle School PTO”
text: @laaingerp

You may un-subscribe from any of the 
classes listed above at any time.

News From The PE Department... continued
Socials:
Socials will be every 3rd Wednesday of the month (except December and May). Students pay a $3.00 entry 
fee in order to take buddy pictures, have their face painted, play basketball, volleyball, four square, soccer, 
flag football, corn hole, connect four, and so much more. Students truly enjoy spending time with one 
another and having some time to just GATHER. 

The August 6th grade social was a hit with over 125 students enjoying one another, painting rocks, playing 
games and sports, and eating. 

Student Council sells snacks at the basketball games! Thank you for volunteering students and a big shout 
out to Patrick Kloss who heads up the Cougar Den!!!

Giving Back:
Each month, student council picks a charity to give to and promotes a cause! 

• October: Students are giving back to the American Cancer Society. Students will be organizing a coloring 
contest and a Sock It To Cancer change drive. Red Ribbon Week will be celebrated as well October 23-31st. 

• November: Students are giving back to the Junior Diabetic Research Foundation. Students will be selling 
suckers and donating the proceeds. Also, they will be asking for donations in the community while writing the 
donor’s name on a shoe to be placed on our wall. 

• December: “SANTA at the BEACH DANCE” will be on December 10th from 6-8 in the L.A. Ainger gymnasium. 
Students will be able to dance, eat, socialize, take pictures, and enjoy a night out. Students wear nice dresses 
and button up shirts (possibly a tie) to the dance. Tickets will go on sale the week of December 6th in the 
cafeteria over lunch. Tickets are $8.00 pre-sale at lunch or $10.00 at the door. Chaperones are always welcome 
and appreciated, please get in contact (email preferred) with Mrs. Dausy or Coach Lanham if you desire to help.

Physical Education:
Support our PE program by ordering BSN Ainger gear on our website. We get an Ainger kick back on all 
sports equipment when you order! 

Students have been busy playing all sorts of sports: sports that they may have played already have been kickball, 
wiffleball, softball, badminton, tennis, soccer, team handball, field and floor hockey, and basketball. We have 
emphasized making great choices, following directions, being a person of good character, staying active and 
emphasizing being healthy this semester. 

http://ayoungeryoumedspa.com
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Athletics Schedule 2021-2022

Basketball (Boys/Girls)
Games: 5:30pm/6:30pm

10/7 PCM@PGM/
LAA@PGM

(Boys/Girls)

10/9 Playoffs
@PCHS

(Saturday)
@ 9am

Track & Field
Meet Time: 10:00am start

2/5 @CHS (Saturday)

Volleyball
Games: 5:30pm

10/19 BNS@LAA

10/21 MMS@PCM/LAA@PGM

10/26 BNS@MMS

10/28 PCM@LAA/MMS@PGM

11/2 BNS@PGM

11/4 PCM@LMS/PGM@LAA

11/9 BNS@PCM

11/11 LAA@MMS/PCM@PGM

11/18 LAA@PCM/PGM@MMS

12/2 MMS@LAA/PGM@PCM

12/4 Playoffs @ PCHS
9am (Saturday)

Wrestling
Dual Matches

Match Time: 5:30pm

4/14 PGM@PCM/LAA@MMS

4/21 MMS@PGM/PCM@LAA

4/28 PGM@LAA/MMS@PCM

4/30 County Tournament
Time: 10am start
@CHS
(Saturday)


